FOREST PEOPLE PROGRAMME LETTER

Dear xxxx

Need for robust measures to respect human rights in forest and climate initiatives in developing countries

I/We are writing to you to express concern that intergovernmental negotiations on Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and Forest Degradation (REDD) still lack clear commitments and measures to uphold the rights of forest-dependent peoples. Related pilot REDD programmes run by agencies like the World Bank are failing to address land and territorial rights of indigenous peoples and do not tackle the indirect causes of forest loss, including poor forest governance and corruption.

Unless action is taken by donor governments to ensure social and rights issues are addressed in REDD planning alongside climate and carbon concerns, there is a widespread consensus that national and international policies will fail to curb deforestation. It is essential, for example, that REDD policies address land and customary rights as a priority issue. Without a rights-based approach, there is a serious risk that international REDD finance will cause human rights abuse and impoverishment and will not save forests.

I/We therefore urge the UK/US government to take action to ensure that intergovernmental agreements on REDD and pilot and demonstration REDD project and programmes supported by the World Bank, UN agencies and bilateral funds:

·        establish clear commitments to respect the rights of indigenous peoples and forest dependent communities in line with applicable international standards and obligations, including the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples and related human rights instruments
·        include rigorous processes and implementation mechanisms to ensure compliance with relevant social and environmental safeguard policies, including the World Bank policy on Indigenous Peoples (OP4.10) and the UN Development Group Guidelines on Indigenous Peoples, among others
·        put in place transparent and robust due diligence procedures to ensure that no REDD project or scheme affecting the lands of indigenous and tribal peoples may proceed without their free, prior and informed consent (FPIC)

I/we look forward to learning how the government/your department plan to address the concerns raised in this letter.
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